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PREFACE 


READER, 


Fre 4s (1 think) the full Account of the 
Amazing ſeverity of God towards Jamaica 
m their ſuprizng Earthquake, that has 

Jet been given us : And tho it be many Months ſince the 
=. fot Effefts of it appear'd in that Iſland, and the News 
of it firſt reach'd' us, yet it's not fit (1 conceive ) 
that this Relation of it ( which lately came over ) ſhould 
be conceal'd, and lye buried in HG Privacy 
and that for theſe Reafons : 


1. The Dreadfulneſs of the Watteh J Faf requires 


bt it ſhould be declar'd \abroad-; to the Inhabitants 
of that Tfle has the Lord. ſpoke zerrible things in righs 
teouſneſs : His: ſudden Judgments there have deſtroy'd 
many, .aftonifh:d: all ; their 'St7 eets have quickly been 
ſwallowed up by the gaping Earth ; their Houſes over 
turn'd; the Inhabitants have ther gone down quick in- 


to the Pit or been caſt floating upon the Waters * the 
A 2 | | "_—_ 
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— numbers of thelr corrugted Dead has almoſt Rill'd the 
; their Mountains have been fe. aſunder, or 
"daſhed one agamſt the other ; ſome of the People have 

been almoſt pin'd with Thirſt, while others fear'd the 
Gs, Oed woutl overwhelm the Iſland : Is it not neceſſary 
Rt then that we ſhou Id know what God has done to them, 
IN that we may,bear the. Voice of his Rod, and fear and 
£5 forſake our Tranſereſſi ſrons * 

2. That from this dreadful Story we may learn 
Thankfulneſs to God: Has London a lready { got _ 
what fright and MS it. was af into this ba 
Summer by reaſon of an Earwhquake ? Whether the. Con- 
cuſſion at Jamaica, and that here was one Earth- 
quaRe or yg yet we. ſhould ſtand and admire the di- 
finguaſpig Mercy: of God: Are we Tpared to bear 
of the doleful Judgments. in; Jamaica ? Are we alive, 
and preſerved. from an Earthquake here, to under- 
ſtand how many are ſlam by i 'n that Plantation: ; 
We are ouly jogg'd, that we-may be awaken'd from 
our Security.; they are. ſurprized-in their deadly ſleep, 
and. burried away to endleſs Death : © Let \theſe Ter 
rors of the Lord excite in us grateful reſentments of 
his forbearance and, Long:ſuffering: towards us : Why 
# not England like to Jamaica, ond our TROY 
like to Port-Royal ? | 

3. The Quality of the Relator may inſt recoms 
Ku the Hiſtory te Pick pertfal ; "tis penn'd 9 


| @ Reverend Divine who is naw in. the Plantation, - 
ny has long been feated there ; One who with a 
' tender * fe of Gods Diſpleaſure, fet the Trepidati- * 
on of the Tfland, an FEye-witneſs of the \ \direfulnef- 
fetts of the Earthquake, and one that has full oppor- 
tunity of informing bimſe If by others of what b, i 
not ſeen ; one that in the very writing of: this” Nar- 
rative knew not how ſoon be might be in the caſe of 
the Inhabitants of St. Jago de la Vega, and 
- therefore writes as in. the. preſence of that .God' obiſe 
Power be had. ſeen, and felt ; one: that writes, as not 
knowing but "that be might quickly be 'Entomb'd in 
the opened Earth, and godown. into ſilence with - his 
Pen m his hand: One who writes to a dear Rela- 
tion, and therefore could have, no d:/: gn to deceive ; 
one . whoſe . Integrity” would not *ſ«iffer him. to ſeek 
any ſiniſter End : ' And tho his 8-4 may feem- to 
come late, yet therefore it may be fuppojed to be 
the more. full, and the longer it ſtaid for Informa- 
tion, - the. . more credible Sims) it: brings alons 
with it. "Therefore, {2 F 
4. This Narrative may ſerve for Prevention or 
Diſcovery 3 falſe Reports that may be ſpread abread 
concerning this ſtupendious Diſaſter ; | ſome per haps 
out of 0 good WE may aggravate the Calamity, m 
order to ſignalize the Judgments of God; and. 7p 
(as the Reverend Author obſerves) may ſerve _ their 
own . 


The Preface. 
-8wn. ends in repreſenting the Caſe worſe than it is ; 
and others may carry on malicious Deſigns, endea- 
Vouring by an amuſing Story ( as if the whole Iſland 
were deſtroyd) to diſcourage Merchants from Tra- 
ding thither, which would. indeed advance their ſuf- 
 fergs greatly, and increaſe the Deſolation the Earth- 
quake bas made. OWE 
5. Since the Author has been ſo grateful to God, 

Jo ingenuous as to recount the remaining Mercies of 
the Place, as well as faithful in rehearſing Gods 
Judgments there, tells us what they enjoy, as well as 
what they want, it may be ( and we hope it will be) 
that hence. all due: care may be taken for their ſpeedy 
and conſtant ſupply with juch things as are neceſſary 
for 'em in a ftate of Peace or War ;- ſince their 
ſtrongeſt Houſes are: demoliſh'd, their Arms broken, 
their great Dependency- (as. to Viſible Means) the 
Town of Port-Royal deſtroy'd, their Fleets lacera- 
ted, and their Spirits quakmg as-well ' as their Iſle, 
they may juſtly: fear the forable Invaſion 'of* the Bay- 
barous French, or Inſurrection of Domeſtick Slaves: 
Therefore we hope they will be (if they are not al- 
ready ) aſſiſted and furniſhed with Men," Arms and 
Ammunitton for their [peedy” 'Deſence and Protcetion. 
And \ ſince their Staple-buſineſs goes 0m, \ſunce Cot- 
ten's, Indigo's , &c."\are- in" Preparation for | the 
Market, and their Sugar-works employ'd, let F _ 
Mer- 


The Preface. 
Merchants eſpecially haſten to fetch their Goods, and 
to carry things neceſſary for the Plantation : So may 
they reap advantage to themſelves, and ſhew Cha- 
rity to the Diſtreſſed Iſland; The Kindneſs they 
Exhibit to the poor Inhabitants may quickly be re- 
turn'd with Intereſt mto ther own Boſoms, Bleſſed 
are the Merciful , for they ſhall Obtain Mercy. 

On theſe Conſiderations , who can but Conclude, 
that the Publication. of this Letter (for ſo it is). 
may be very Wefull. 4nd ſince the things Printed. 
in the Volume of Divine Creation and Providence, 
as well as thoſe written in the Inſpired Records, 
are for our Learning, I ſhall at the End of this 
Narrative ſubjom a few Gorollaries for owr In* 
ſtruftion and Notice. 
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The Trueſt and Largeſt 


ACUCOUNTET 


OF THE 


_ Late Carthquake 


Fune the 7 1692. 


of —<——. _—_— _— 
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S 1R, 


# \ Aving all other Private. and Particular 
v0 \ \ Concerns at this txme, give me leave to 
" preſent you with an Account of a late 
*« diſmal Calamity and Judgment, which hath befall- 
**en us here in this Countrey by a Terrible Earth- 
* quake, which a juſt God hath ſent upon us on Tae/- 
« day the 77h. of Jane, about a quarter of an Hour af- 
* ter Eleven of the Clock, and continued with great 
** Violence and Terror, ( as moſt ſay, about one Quar- 
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'*ter of an Hour) but in my Opinion not above ſix 
*or feven Minntes ; in which time it overthrew all 
* the Brick and Stone Buildings in the Countrey, 
* whereof ſeveral in my own Pariſh, which now are 
* either levelled with the ground, or {ſtanding Monu- 
© ments of the Wrath of God, are ſo ſhatiered and 
** torn that they are irrepairable : While theſe were 
* tumbling, the Earth opened in my Pariſh in multi- 
*tudes of places, and through their dire Chaſms 
* ſpew'd out Water to a conſiderable heighth above 
6 ground, 10 ſuch quantities in ſome places, that ir 
© made our Gullies run on a ſuddain, tho' before ex- 
* ceeding dry.; infomuch that ſome were atraid-of be- 
* 1ng overwhelmed at once by the River and Sea.join- 
«ing together to {wallow up the Countrey, theſe 
*« gaping Mouths being no leſs than 12, 20, or more 
&« Foot deep under the Earth, and above two Miles up 
<*< in the Countrey, eſpecially nigh the River, in the 
<* pureſt Mould, which had not Clay or other Conſo- 
<« lidating Matter beneath to oppoſe the force of the 
« Fountains of the Deep breaking up: for where that 
© was, we do not find any Cracks of the Earth ar all ; 
<« and yet it pleaſes God that we 1n this Pariſh have 
« eſcaped the Danger much better than' cur Nezgh- 
« bour Pariſhes ; for happening to Content our ſelves 
« with mean and low-built Houſes, for the moſt'part 
«built with Timber, and boarded, or with Cratches 
« ſet deep in the Grounco, and Plaiſtered, ſuch Hou- 
« ſes are generally anding : So that we have Means 
«to 2Hift one another in this calamitous diſtrels :. 
& While from the other parts of the Ifland we have 
«no leſG true than fearful Relations, oi hundreds of 
&« Souls caſt our of their Dwellings, and not a Place 
& to hide their heads in, except what they have ſince 
« built, Booths or Tents, to ſhade themſelves from 
bs the Sun. Our 


- 


3) 


«© Our noted Town of St. Jago de /a Vega, or Spa- 
* #i/p Town, 1s utterly down to the ground, with its 
** Church devoured in the ſame Ruines. Our Maga- 
* zeen and only Store houſe of Pore Royal js three. 
* parts {wallowed in the Sea, Ships and Shajlops now 
** riding at Anchor where great numbers of fine Fa- 
* bricks have been not long ſince ; the Relation of 
* which ſingle Places Sufferings to give you in partt- 
** cular, would not only weary your Eyes, but make 
** your Heart ake to read it; many very eminent 
«« Merchants, before worth thouſands, are now ſcarce 
* worth more than the blew Linnen on their backs ; 
ral are dead, either overwhelmed with their 
ſes, or drowned in the Sea, which flowed in 
* ſuddenly upon them ; while they fled from the Sea, 
** the Earth devoured them in her gaping Jaws, or 
«they were knockt on the head with the Houſes fal- 
* ling on them, and while they fled from the gaping 
**Chaſms of the Earth, or the tottering Buildings, 
* the Sea met them and {wept them away. A whole 
* {treet, ( which we call the Wharf, where moſt of 
**the noted Merchants lived, and where much of the 
Planters Goods was Landed for convenience of Sail 
* and Shipping, (more eſpecially Sugar and Cotron ) 
*{unk at once from one end to the other, with a 
© general crack at the very beginning of the Earth- 
* quake, together with two Forts, Guns, ec. built 
« thereupon ; and which 1s more dreadful, all thoſe 
© poor Wretches periſhed that were either upon, or 
* nigh it, without any Warning ; and preſently af- 
ter this, while the People were in the greateſt 
* Horror and Conſternation imaginable, neither ha- 
** ying time to fly, or thoughts where to fly ſor ſafety, 
«two or three more {treets in their whole length tor- 
* tered and fell, and were immediately ſunk, Land 
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*and all together deep into the Sea, as far as the 
* Jews ſtreet : All the upper part of the Town, toge- 
© ther with the Church, and all above towards the 
«© Pallifadoes, is under Water, even their Palliſadoes 
*ir {ett where their Burying-place was, is now no 
«longer Earth, but Sea, and ( ghaſtly to behold) 
* the very dead Corps that were there {ubmerged (1 
«may ſay) inſtead of Inhumed, even at their Fune- 
*« rals floated from thence to all parts of the Harbour. 
*« Such Houſes as-do yet remain, are from the 
*« Jews ſtreet, and backward, to- that we call the 
« oreat Sea.{ide, but many of them {ſo rent and torn, 
* others ſo deeply ſunk into the Water, whereot {ane 
«as high even as the Balconies, that they are unſer- 
« viceable; the Wall at Palli/adoes 1s utterly ruined, 
* with the Port thereto belonging ; and tho* Morgans 
© line, ( which ſtands the beſt of all) the principal 
* Fort, ( and as they ſay) Walker's Fort, do yet ſtand, 
* yet they are ſorely {hakea and rent, and ſo ſunk, 
*they are not tenable ; the whole place that is yer 
&« above water, ſinking daily by thoſe Earthquakes we 
& have ever ſince had, ſometimes four, five, or fix 
&« times, more or leſs, in four and twenty hours, I my 
&« {elf expeaing now while I am writing, when 
© the Earth will tremble under me, tho in ©6- 
© ther parts of the Countrey I have not heard or ſeen 
«any farther damage done by. any Earthquake ithat 
* hath followed the firſt ; for which Mercy' we have 
<< oreat cauſe to Bleſs God even in 'our Miſery, who 
« only {o frequently puts us in mind of what he hath 
«ſo lately done, and can yet do what he will with 
« us at his pleaſure. The reputed number of the 
«« Dead, according to the general eſtimation ( for 
« verhaps, there will never be .any true Account) 
*« 1s commonly reckoned. at: fificen hundred. perſons, 
| hg 
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« beſides Blacks, who *tis probable may be ſix or 4 
«yen hundred more, a multitude of whoſe Corps 
« floated a great many days after from one {ide of 
« the Harbor to the other, which cauſed ſuch an in- 
« tolerable ſtench, that the Dead were like to: d-- 
« ſtroy the Living, till at laſt ſome were ſunk, others 
« diſperſs'd by the Sea-breeze, fome to one place, 
<« ſome to another, upon the Keys to the Le:ward 
&« of the place, ſome even fall'n down ay tar as the. 
66 Outbounds of. my Parilh, which IS many Leagues 
<« from Port Royai, where, they lye unburied upon 
«the Rocks and Sands as they were caſt up. 

«* [mmediately. upon the Ceſſation of the extremi- 
« ty of the Earthquake, your Heart would abhorr 
&« to hear; of; the Depredations, Robberies, and Vio- 
{© ences that were in aninſtant-commuted upon. the 
« Place by. the, vileſt , and; bafeſt of the People; no 
& Man could--call. any. thing; his wn, for 'they that 
(«were ſtrongeſt, and moſt wicked ſeized what they 
« pleaſed; and; whole they pleaſed, and where they 
« pleaſed, without: any. xegard to Propriety. Gold 
&« and: Silver; :Jewebs,'Plate;:or: Goods was all their 
- £ own-that;.theyceould: or: would lay hands on : No- 
« thing) but bredking-.open- of Houſes, ruſhing into 
© Shops, and: taking what they pleaſed before the 
« Qwners faces,: forcing Goods or: Money from them 
«in the-open ſtreet; as, they were: carrying it elle- 
« where torcbetier Seturicy, ſucceeded the Horrors 
« of this /\d1eadiuiltime; while others in Canoo's, 
© Wherries,:Shyp-boats, &s. were plundering Cheſts, 
« Boxes, Sorewtores, cc. of what they could find in 
*« thern upon the Water, even the very Slaves thought 
< jt. their time;;of, Liberty, wherein they committed 
« many barbarous Inloſencies and Robberies, till they 
«were ſupprels by; the Death of ſome, and puniſh- 
Wes | * ment: 
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* ment of others. Many days did theſe Depredati 
* ons laſt, eſpecially upon the Water, where the 
{« Dead were robbed of what they had about rhem, 
*« ſome ſtript, others ſearched, their Pockets pick'd, 
*« their Fingers cur off for their Rings, their Gold 
« Buttons taken out of their Shirts, -and then they 
&« were turned adrift again ; from thence was taken all 
* manner of Stores that would {\wim, every one taking 
* that for his own which he could lay his hands on, 
& as Pork, Beef, Mackril, Salt: fiſh, Coaca; Candles, 
« Soap, Wine, Beer, Brandy, and a vaſt deal of o- 
< ther things, not here to be thought of, or reckon. 
«ed up; and tho' our Council '( for our Governour 
«is dead) have. publiſhed a Proclamation, That all 
«© manner of Goods, Money, &c: fo ſeized, as b 
© way of Prize upon the 'Watrer, : thall/ be' accounted 
© for by the preſent Poſlefſors *unco' ſuch Perſons 
« throughout the 1{and, as are by Proclamation ap- 
< pointed, and for Encouragement 'thereunto, they 
«are allowed the third of the whole' Prize; or if 
& they do not return 1niaf account” of what is -in their 
« poſſeſſion by ſuch a'\time, they-are to' be: proceed- 
«ed againſt as Thieves / and Robbers {according to 
Law; yet by the preſent Proceedings of fome who 
<are reputed to have moſt of ſuch Prize-goods in 
« their hands, it ſeems that much of- it will never be 
« diſcovered ; much of it 1s certainly damaged and. 
«© ſpoiled, and other of it will be in others: poſſeſſion, 
<« and that by the Conſent of the Owners themſelves : 
« Sg that the richeſt are now- the pooreſt, andthe 
<« meaneſt of the People are now enriched by the Loſ- 
« ſes of others, which Loſs duely to Eſtimate and Va- 
« lue, is perhaps more difficult than ro: reckon the 
© number of the People loſt. AE 

« Port-Rojal in its flouriſhing Condition, was a Fa- 
| © mous 
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« mous 'Empory and Mart Town for theſe Izdies, whi- 
« ther were brought partly by a private, and partly by 
* a publick and allowed Trafique ( the Achiento being 
« ſettled here) a very large jhare for ſo {mall a place of 
« the Riches of Peru and Mexzco, which not only enrich- 
*« ed. our Merchants and  Faftors here, bur whereot 
« yearly were Tranſported for Ezglazd 1n-Coin and 
« Bullion vaſt Summs; {o that tis nor to be compu- 
«red what is loſt, but many People think at leaſt to 
« the Value of 400000 /. at Port Royal only, of which 
{< the Merchants at home will bear the greater ſhare, 
« which when you hear what ?tis there, you may 
« perhaps give as good a gueſs as our ſelves. —— 
« You would admire at the Goodneſs of God in the 
« Preſervation of the reſidue ; ſome were very mira- 
« culouſly delivered from Death, {ſwallowed down in- 
«to the Bowels of the Earth alive and ſpewed up a- 


«< ain, and ſaved by the violent Eruption of Water 


« through thoſe Gaps ; ſome (as they ſay themſelves, 


« it they were alive at that time to know what was: 


** done to them.) were ſwallowed up 1n- one place, 


* and by the ruſhing of Waters too and tro; by rea-. 
« ſon of the agitation of the Earth at that. time, were 
« caſt up again by another Chaſm at places far diſtant. 
6 But the general. Means: of Preſervation was by Peo- 


« ples flying as faſt as they could roward the back Sea- 


« {ide, or getting aboard the Ships in the Harbour by 
«+ one means or other. with all ſpeed poſſible, which: 
« were preſently crouded with Men, Women and' 
« Children, and among which our Man of War, The 
& Swallow, then 1n the Harbour, and Careening cloſe- 
«* by the Whart, was ſo damnified by the Fall of the: 
«« Houſes, that upon View ſince ſhe is condemned as 
« unkit for future Service ; and Capt. Cunning's Ship 
« being a Merchant-man of ſome Force, is made our: 
* Guard... 


L8 ] 

* Guard:ſhip, himſelf being. aſhore and buried in the' 
** ruins. Belidesthis, 12 Shalops 'are ſunk that lay 
* within the reach of danger, and further Damage at 
'* Sea I do not hear of any. | 

** Port Royal being thus ruined, and utterly deſpair- 
"ed of being a place of Safety for Habitation, it is 
* intended utterly to be deſerted, - moſt people believ- 
*10g that in a few Months it will either be all un- 
'* der Water by reaſon of its daily finking, or at leaſt 
'* but a very ſmall remnant or Riffe of that narrow 
** Neck of Land will ſhew it ſelf after a while > Where- 
* fore the Council have very lately agreed upon ano- 
"* ther place, called The Rack, whereon to build a 
* Town for the Reception and Accommodation of Mer- 
* chants, which is within the ſame Harbour as the 
* other, but ſome Leagues farther up in the Coun- 
** trey, at the farther end of the Haven, whereunto 
**an approved of Channel leads, and which 1s' not 
* only more ſafe for Shipping both againſt ' Enemies 
© and Storms, but is deſcribed alſo to be very nigh, 
* andwith very little Labour may be made altogether 
* as convenient as the famous Harbour of Porz Royal ; 
* it being Capable: ( now 3s' Nature framed it )* to 
©. receive' Ships: of the greateſt Burden very ' nigh to 
* the ſhore, which may be ' much” advantaged in a 
* {mall time by 'the building of Wharts, &c. for the 
© Benefit of lading and unlading of Ships, as at Por? 
© Rojal before!; From thence it is but a ſhort way 
*to Lieania, the firſt and principal place for Plant- 
* ing, ( whereunto my own. Pariſh is immediately the 
© next) which for the moſt part imitating, 1f not 
«< exceeding the ftatelinels of Port Royal, 1s now the 
* more terribly brought to Deſolation, together with 
«its fine New Built and not yet finiſhed Church, 
* buried in the lame Ruines with the Houſes ; above 
- * which 


[9] 
« which Place the lofty blew Mountains lift up their 
« Heads, but are now fo rent and tora that they are 
« fearful to behold, and are like to ſtand for laſting 
' «& Marks of the Wrath of God, which hath alſo hap- 
 &« pened in other parts of the Couantrey, it being ve- 
« ry Mountainous tn the middle part, inſomuch that 
« by the Fall of a Mountain 1nto the Channel of the 
« River which ſupplies both the Town and Pore Roy- 
« z/ with Water, the River became dry for ſixteen 
« Hours together, to the Amazemeat of the Inhabi- 
<< tants, fearing the Defertion as well as Deſolation 
« of the place, till it afterwards run again as for- 
« merly ; and they were informed of the Cauſe of 
6« the ſtoppage of the Water for ſo long a time. 
« This among other Reaſons was the Cauſe why the 
« People that were ſaved at Port Royal were almoſt 
« periſh'd for Thirſt in their deep Extremity, their 
« own Water-Casks being either ruined or ſwam a- 
« way into the Sea, or no Boats to fetch any in that 
« deep. Conſternation, or otherwiſe imploy*d to ſave 
&« People's Lives, or to get Plunder ; or if any did 
« 50, there was no Water to be had, ſo that as it 
« was hard to be gotten, ſo it was dear, and many 
« paid great rates only to quench their Thirft. And 
« yet for all theſe great Dilaſters, great Numbers of 
« People are not at all reformed of their Wickednels, 
« which brought this upon us, but there is the ſame 
« Whoring and Drinking, the ſame Curling and 
_ «« Swearing, if not worſe than formerly ; ſo that we 
« may fear the Judgment of Sodom will be the next 
« Puniſhment you will hear of. 
«For my part, I defire to fear and Adore that 
'* terrible Majeſty that hath wrought ſuch Terrors 
« 2mong us, all rhe days of my Life; and however 
« many People at Porz-Royal may be given up to a 
C ** Reprobate 
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* Reptobate Senſe, whom neither the Mercies of God, 
* nor yet his Judgments can bring to Repentance, 
*©yet I hope this hath been an eftetual Warning to 
*© many of us in the Countrey, who knowing the 
* 'Terrors of the Lord, will for the future be the more 
* eaſily perſwaded to an amendment of Life. I que- 
*ſtion not but there are many Petty-fattors at Porr. 
* Royal, who have ſtated their Accounts, and bal- 
*lanced their Books with the ſole Anſwer of an 
** Earthquake, whoſe Intereſt therefore it is to re- 
* preſent it in the moſt dreadful manner poſlible, 
*that they themſelves may ſeem the more excufe- 
* able to their Employers, as if the whole Hand were 
* deſtroyed thereby, which will diſcourage Merchants 
*from Trafficking hither, and: will be a means of 
*turther ſuffering thereby. Yet as I have done my 
* beſt to give you a true Information hitherto, ſo 1 
can aſſure you of the Truth of what I farther al- 
<ſert, That by the Bleffing of God having hitherto. 
« reaſonable good Weather, the Planters continue em- 
*ploy*'d in making of Goods, Cottons, and Indigo's, 
©. providing them for a Market ; and ſuch who 
'© have Sugar-works, which is the ſtaple of the Ifland, 
* many of them had Timber buildings, which are et- 
*her little or not at all prejudiced ; and others who. 
* built with Brick, or Stone, have ſo much. time be- 
* tween this and Crop-time, that they can, and 
{* doubtleſs will fit themſelves in ſome mealure 1n or- 
«der to it : So that I am ſufficiently convinced, and 
«therefore would perſwade any other, that whoſo- 
«ever Trades hither for any. manner of Goods for. 
« Cloathing, Houſhold-ſtuff, Arms and Ammuniti- 
« on, ( which are generally ſpoiled ) all manner of 
< Proviſions, Plantation Utenſils, cc. will come by 


« { much to the better Market, by. how much they 
2 = * haſten 
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* haſten to our Aſſiſtance, and need neyer fear the 
* freighting of their Ships homeward, there being a 
mw phages damp upon Trade, which I don't know how 
"long it may continue, fo that we ſhall have great 
* quantities of Goods ready for them, to diſpatch them 
« the ſooner away. God in his Diſpleaſure remem- 
« bred Mercy, and therefore this Calamity happen- 
«ed in the Day-time, to the {afety of many hundred 
« Souls ; for though ſuch Numbers periſht at Pore 
$« Royal, where they were thronged together in an 
« Iſtmus of Land, yet I cannot hear of fifty Perſons, 
{« both Whites and Blacks, that periſhed throughout 
<« all the Iſland beſide. — And though in the midft of 
« our diſtreſs it pleas'd God to give us a lignal Vi- 
« Ctory over our Enemies, the Frexch, who happened 
« at that time to make the ſharpeſt Attack upon us 
&« ſince the War, having landed ſome fay 200, ſome 
« ſay 80 Men at the North-ſide, which 1s but weak- 
«© ly furniſhed with Men, where they intrench'd them- 
« {elves, but were {hamefully beaten out by a vigo- 
« rous On-ſet in the Night, by a Party of about thir- 
« ty Men, who ſlew 7 or 8 outright, and the reſt fly- 
«< ing to their Boats were 3o of them drowned, while 
«in the mean time our Fleet which was ſet out on 
_ * purpoſe purſuing theirs, we took one Shalop, and 
« made them deſperately blow up their great Ship ; 
« fuch as were ſaved remaining our Priſoners, and 
* others fled home to give an Account of their Over- 
« throw. What may be the effect of theſe ſad times, 
«* God only knows : Our firſt Fears were concerning 
© our Saves, thoſe Irreconcilable and yet Inteſtine 
« Enemies of ours, who are no otherwiſe our Sub. 
« jets than as the Whip makes them ; who ſeeing 
* our ſtrongeſt Houſes demoliſht, our Arms broken, 
* and hearing of the deſtruQtion of our greateſt De- 
| "© 3 ** pendency, 
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* nor yet his Judgments can bring to Repentance, 
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* deſtroyed thereby, which will diſcourage Merchants 
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* haſten to our Aſſiſtance, and need neyer fear the 
* freighting of their Ships homeward, there being a 
yh hang damp upon Trade, which I don't know how 
"long it may continue, fo that we ſhall have great 
* quantities of Goods ready for them, to diſpatch them 
« the ſooner away. God in his Diſpleaſure remem- 
« bred Mercy, and therefore this Calamity happen- 
«ed in the Day-time, to the ſafety of many hundred 
&< Souls ; for though ſuch Numbers periſht at Pore 
64 Rozal, where they were thronged together in an 
« Iſtmus of Land, yet I cannot hear of fifty Perſons, 
<« both Whites and Blacks, that periſhed throughout 
<« all the I{land beſide. — And though in the midſt of 
« our diſtreſs it pleas'd God to give us a lignal Vt- 
« ftory over our Enemies, the French, who happened 
« at that time to make the ſharpeſt Attack upon us 
« ſince the War, having landed ſome ſay 200, ſome 
« ſay 80 Men at the North-ſide, which is but weak- 
«ly furniſhed with Men, where they intrench'd them- 
« {elves, but were {hamefully beaten out by a vigo- 
« rous On-ſet in the Night, by a Party of about thir- 
« ty Men, who flew 7 or 8 outright, and the reſt fly- 
< ing to their Boats were 3o of them drowned, while 
«in the mean time our Fleet which was ſet out on 
* purpoſe purſuing theirs, we took one Shalop, and 
« made them deſperately blow up their great Ship ; 
« fuch as were ſaved remaining our Priſoners, and 
<« others fled home to give an Account of their Over- 
« throw. What may be the effect of theſe ſad times, 
« God only knows : Our firſt Fears were concerning 
© our Saves, thoſe Irreconcilable and yet Inteſtine 
« Enemies of ours, who are no otherwiſe our Sub. 
« jets than as the Whip makes them ; who ſeeing. 
©* our ſtrongeſt Houſes demoliſhe, our Arms broken, 
* and hearing of the deſtruftion of our greateſt De- 
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_ © pendency, the Town of Port Rozal, might in hopes 
* of Liberty be ſtirred up to riſe 1n Rebellion againſt. 
« us, which is a War always the more terrible, by 
« how much there is no Quarter given in it, but they 
« kill and {lay all the Whites, Men, Women and Chil- 
« dren, that they can Conquer ; but God be praiſed 
© theſe fears begin to be blown over. The next Con- 
« {ſequence 1s either Famine or great and extream ſcar- 
* city, which 1t is true we do not feel yet, nor may 
&© not this fix Weeks, yet if it ſhould pleaſe God to 
«« withhold his Rain from us,(as it hath often happened 
&« of late Years about this time ; and I never heard of 
* an Earthquake as a Sign of good Weather,) we muſt 
«certainly very ſhortly languiſh under that dire AMi- 
« tion ; or if it pleaſe God in Mercy to remember us 
* in Miſery, and to give us the former and the latter 
«Rain in its - Seaſon, yet the leaft that we can ſuffer 
* will be an extream Scarcity of all manner of Provi- 
« ſions, Port Royal our Store-houſe being deſtroyed, 
«in which much of the Proviſions are either ſunk or 
<* ſpoiled in the Ruines, or floated away to Sea no 
<« one knows whither, or damaged, &c. Another Con- 
* {equence we fear is the forcible Invaſion of our Ene- 
* mies, now our Hearts are low, our Arms broken, 
« our Forts Lacerated and uſeleſs, our main ſtay and 
<« ſupport ſunk under Water ;. ( though God be Praiſ- 
& ed our Magazeen of Powder in Port- Royal be fa- 
© ved) the Men that ſhould have been the Strength 
t of the Kland, many hundreds of them drowned, yet 
& do. we not dread {o. much what Miſchief our Neigh- 
© bours here can do us, tho' at this time they may 
& do us miſchicf enough, with reference to particular 
% Perſans that are adjaceat to: the Sea-ſhores, bur are 
< not able of themſelves to ruine the Iflang:; only 
© that. which. we moſt dread, leaſt. the 'King of Frame 
os * upon. 


WAL 
« upon this News ſhould ſend hither an Army to 
« Invade us, to prevent which our whole Truft and 
« Confidence under God is in his Majeſty, who is him- 
« ſelf Lord: and Proprietor hereof in his own Perſon, 
« and therefore we hope for ſome ſpeedy Relief from 8 
«* him; in Order whereunto the Council have di- 
« ſpatcht a Shalop to him the 224. or 234. Inſtant, to 
« give him an Account of our Preſeat Condition, and 
« to requeſt his ſpeedy help, and which we all hope 
& he will not be backward in; towards an I{land that 
«in its flouriſhing State brought 1n very conlidera - 
« ble Revenues into his Exchequer ; an lf{land that 
* hath made. a Notable Figure in thele parts of the 
« World, and which himſelf and his Predeceſlors have 
« dignified with the Goverament of very Noble Peers, 
« and yet which may be now ruined in- our low Eſtate 
« by a few Slights or Neglects. I am weary now of 
< recounting our Miſeries to you, which I have done 
«ina Style as tho' you knew all the Places I have 
* mentioned to. you ;. but tho* you don't, others into 
* whoſe Hands it may fall, may. I have done with 

' © the Account, yet not with my Letter, until I add 

. © this ſincere Aﬀertion, that I am on all Accounts. 
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IWubymood in the 
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Thus we have heard what has befallen this Awer:. 
can Plantation, what wonderful Signatures of Divine 
Diſpleaſure have appeared there. Let Apocalyptick 
Divines make what uſe ofthis Earthquake they ſhall 
judge meet for the unfolding of any Portion of Pro- 
phetick Scripture, we ſhall only from this Relation 
deduce a few Remarks of General Uſe and Con- 
cern. 6+ 5 | 

1. Then, Since God's Fudgments are abroad is the 
Earth, tet the Inhabitants of the World learn Righteouſ- 
neſs : Ta. 26. 9. The World's - Inhabitants ſhould 
not only: learn Righteouſneſs, when they themſelves 
are under the laſhes of God's chaſtizing Rod, but 
when others are ſo too; whitn Judgments are in the 
Earth, 1n any Nation or part of the' Earth, thoſe that 
ſee and hear of *em, ſhould hear the' Rod, and who 
hath appointed it. - The Lord in this Alarming AR 
of his ſpeaks not to Jamaica or America only, but 
to usallo : He calls aloud to usito conſider what he 
has done there, that we may acknowledge his terri- 
ble Majeſty, and {in no more againſt. him : Had we 
had no awaking Experience. of his mighty Power | 
here, yet the certain Account of what he has done 
elſewhere, ſhould mind us of our Duty, leaſt their 
Caſe ſhould become ours ; which Duty ſeems emi- 
nently included in the word Rzghreouſneſs, yy, even 
all that to which we are oblzged by Rules of Equity 
and Juſtice, or ſhould be ixclined to by a Principle of 
Mercy and Compaſlion ; that we now learn to give 
unto God the things that are His, and unto Man 
what belongs unto him ; which is more largely de- 
clar'd by the Prophet, Micah 6.8. Hehath ſhewed thee, 
O Man, what is good, and what does the Lord require of 
thee, but to do juſtly, love mercy, and walk humbly my 
thy 
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thy God : V. 9. For this the. Lord's voice cryeth antothe 
City, ana therefore the Man of Wiſdom (he who has 
1nd up 20utvc mes Maxunr xght Te; x23 xaus, Senſes exer- 
Ciſed ro diſcern both Good and Evil) ſhould in theſe 
things ſee God's Name; ſhould read the lively Chara- 
Gters of his Power, Wildom and Rightequineſs, the. 
bright diſcovery of his Glorious Excellence. | 

\ 2. Let thoſe whoſe Hearts are ſer in 'em to do Evil, 
know that Sentence is ſometimes executed ſpeedily. The. 
Lord is flow to Anger, but he will not retain his Pa- 
tience for ever ;; thole whom- his Goodneſs leads not; 
to Repentance, {hall feel that abuſed Mercy will end 
in the moſt dreadful Sentence : Hardned Wretches: 
are apt to encourage themſelves 1n their Villanies by. 
reaſon of the Impunity of the Wicked ; Alas, they 
conſider not that Lite at longeſt is but ſhort, and then 
an Eternity enſues, which 1s long enough to puniſh 
profligate Sinners 1n ; yea, and even that ſhort Life 
is ſometimes ſhortned by God's immediate ſtroke, 
and the Criminal is ſometimes apprehended in his. 
Act of Sin, and forthwith hurried unto Execution :. 
See, and trembling ſee here Sentence executed in few 
minutes upon above 2000 Perſons at once : I ſay. 
not that all cheſe who fell in this Common Ruine pe-- 
riſhed everlaſtingly ; but as they all thro- Sin de- 
ſerved thus to Dye, ſo Death was in a ſhort time. 
inflicted on 'em all. Who ſball not fear thee, O Lord, 
and Glorifie thy Name ? for thou only art Holy; let all 
Nations come and worſhip - before thee, for thy Tudg- 
ments are maae manifeſt; Rev. 15. 4. Therefore, 

3}. Let Atheiſtical Spirits ſeaſonably learn that there is a- 
God that judgeth in the Earth : An Omnipotent Supream: 
Being ; one who, as Omaipotent, Diſpoſes and over- 
rules the whole Vilible Creation ; as Supream, dif- 
penles Favours or Afflictions to-- whom . he pleafes ; 

Wl £ One, 
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One, who as Almighty, can, and ſometimes does 

fy Nature's long known byaſs : As Soveraign 
Lord of all, ſaves or deſtroys whom he will : One 
who by his Power cauſes the Water to ſpring out of 
dry Ground, who enlarges the ancient bounds he has 
ſet unto the Sea, makes the Earth to tremble, the 
Mountains to drop down with fear, when he's diſ- 
pleaſed : One whoſe Soveraignty and Dominion is 


Abſolute and Univerſal, and therefore may diſpoſe of 


all-things at his own pleaſure, accountable to none : 


One to whom the Lives of all Men are forfeited by 


Sin, and therefore may execute his threatned Judg- 
ments when, where, on whom he will; tho as Ab- 
ſolute Proprietor of Rational things, as well as of 
all other, he might take away Lik and Happineſs : 
yet as he gives Law to us, by which we muſt be re- 
gulated, ſo he deals: not meerly Arbitrarily with the 
World ; has revealed rules by which he himſelf will 
proceed in diſtribution of Calamities and Benefits : 
At the General Day of Account, all ſhall be judged 
according to the Law they knew, and all the miſe- 
ries here that they undergo are Judgments, the juſt 
Execution of a Righteous Threatning, the deſerved 
fruit of their own Sin ; and tho? God (as an offended 
Legiſlator) may take away forfeited Life and Hap- 
ineſs from all traoſgrefſing Creatures, yet in his 
judging the Earth he leaves evident footſteps of his 
Supremacy and Lordſhip : At the ſame time that he 
( as juſt Judge) puniſhes ſome, He (as Gracious Be- 
ſpares, delivers, and defends others, per- 
haps no leſs guilty than the puniſhed. Who has 
made the Aſtoniſhing Diſcriminations in the Nati- 
ons of late ? Why is not Ez2/azd in the ruinous Caſe 
of Italy? or Rotterdam like to St, Jago? Did blind 
chance make that Viſible Difference among the _ 
ers 
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lers of Jamaica ? Did Chance kill the 2000, and ſave 
the preterved !: Did that unlock the Bowels of the 
Earth, to [wallow down many alive, and caſt %em 
up alive at a diſtance, while others ſunk down to be 
no more ſeen, or not till they were Dead ? He thar 
can think Chance, or any thing elſe, without the ſu- 
permtendency of a Wiſe, Powerful, Righteous Being, 
1s the Cauſe of theſe Diſcriminations, muſt needs be 
as unreaſonable as an Atheiſt. 


4. Let the Reader of this Account conſider, whether it 
does not render much of the Hiſtory of the Old Teſt arent 
wery credible : Thereare ſome Unbelieving ( who are 
_ alſo #7, jHlopical, unreaſonable) Men, that laugh when 
they hear of the dividing of the Red Sea, the gpening 
of the Rock tor the 1/-ae/izes to drink, and other In- 
ſtances of Divine Power ; but let *em conſider what 
was done in this l{land : Is not cleaving the Hills by 
a boiſterous Vapour, as difficult as parting the, Wa- 
ters by the Wind ? Is not the gaping of the Earth, 
and out of its Chaſms ſpouting floods of Water aloft 
into the Air, very near a-kin to the looſing of wa- 
ter out of the Rock ? That Perſons ſunk down into 
Caverns of the Earth, ſhould be caſt up again Alive 
by the Eruption of Water, is fo ſtupendious, that it 
may rationally induce us more ealily to belicyve the 
ſafe ConduQt of the 1/rae/ires thro? the Red Sea ; and 
other prodigious Particulars here, tho' they don't 
parallel Moſaick Miracles, yet may be admitted 'as 
Motives of Credibility, and may incline us to think, 
that he that can effett theſe things, could work thoſe 
alſo. 


5. Let us ſee here the deſtructive Conſ-quents of of- 


 fending the Lord of Hoſts, the Creator, Proprietary, and 
D Rater 
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Ruler of the Univerſe : The Soul that ſinneth, it ſhall die, 
is his eſtabliſhed Law, which we ſee every Day exe- 
cuted on one Tranſgreſſor or another; the Graves 
are every day laying up ſome or others, but Death 
comes ſometimes and ſweeps away ſhoals along with 
it at once ; ſometimes in the ſhape of a Plague it de- 
{olates Cities and Countries ; ſometimes armed with 
an Earthquake, it tranſports whole ſtreets of Inha- 
bitants on a ſudden to another World : Two thoy- 
ſand at once ſlain in Jamaica ! and ſcarce had time 
to gaſp out a Prayer tor their departing Souls ! O 
Tremendous Judgment ! O cruel Sin ! And ſhall we 
{till provoke this Holy Lord God, whoſe Judgments 
warn the World to caft off all Impiety in haſte, leſt 
TIniquity prove its ruine ? Shall we ſtill ſhut our eyes 
againſt the evident light of ſuch clear Admonitions ? 
Shall we deafen our Ears againſt the loud voice of ſuch. 
inſtrufting Examples ! 
6 
| 6. Let Atheiſt ich Stoffers now be filent, no longer ob- 
ject againſt the promiſe of our Lord's Coming ; nor plead, 
that fince the Fathers fell aſleep, all things continue as 
they were from the beginning of the Creation. What 
great alterations does our Lord frequently make in. 
che World, to tell us that all thele things muſt be. 
changed, and that he is a coming! With what Diſ- 
orders is Nature one where or other often diſturbed, 
to-put us. in mind that the whole viſible Syſtem of 
Heaven and Earth will e're long be diſſolved ? How 
Beanteons and Canonical was the whole Fabrick of the 
World at its firſt Creation, when all things were 
very good, conformable to the Creators Will ? when 
all Creatures knew their Places, Uſe and End: I 
mean, when all things according to their Natures 
and Capacities anſwered the End of their Cre h 
| when 
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when the inferior Beings ſerved Man, and accordin g =, 
to their abilities promoted his Delight and Happt- os. 
neſs; when Man was purely free from all inclinati- 

on to, and att of tranſgrefling his heavenly Fathers 
Commands: There is indeed much ExaQtneſs and 

Regularity {till in the Univerſal Frame, but how har- 

monious may we ſuppoſe it to be before the leaſt 

Diforder or Confuſion had »»tuned any part of it ? 

then the whole was indeed a wsu6:, a beautiful ſtructure ; 

and the Noble parts of it indeed mijuam, Poems, ex- 

act, ſymmetrical Compoſures ; or in the words of the 

Heroick Poer, 


The Parts to »umber, and fix'd Rules were brought, cowly's 
By the Eternal Mind's Poetick Thought ; er —_—_ 
Water and Air He for the Texor choſe, 

Earth made the Baſe, the Treble Flame aroſe, 

To th' Attive Moon a Quick brisk troke he gave, 

To Satury's ſtring a Touch more ſoft and grave, 

The Motions ftrezght and round, and ſwift and flow, 

And ſhort and log, were mixt and woven o, 

Did in ſuch Arz/u/ Figures ſmoothly fall, 

As made this Decent Meaſur'd Dazce of all. 


But how is the Dance now confus'd ? The Poem 
fince that how ſtript of its Rhime and Meaſure ? and 
the whole Compoſire how ravel'd and diſtorted ? Sea 
and Land exchanging places, the Fetters of the Ocean 
unloos'd, Mountains either pluck*d up by the roots, or 
their Branches lopt off, Spouts of Water burſting out 
of the divided Earth, Cities interr'd with their Inha- 
bitants, the Sea become a wwuiczr, a Church-yard ; 
the Earth caſt into Convulſive Paroxiſms, in America, 
Italy, France, Holland and England ; were not theſe 
THT ual nad Tires, as; 1 in divers places, toretold by 

2 our 
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our Lord, together with Wars aud Rumors of Wars ; 
ſince then we find his Word verified in theſe things, 
let all be excited to believe the Promiſe-of his Come- 
ing : Nay, was there not in this American Iſland a 
{hort repreſentation of the great Day of Tryal ? Hills 
ibaking and rending aſunder, the ground reeling un- 
der. the tottering Inhabitants, and cafting up the 
Dead it had ſwallow'd ; the Sea too expoling its Dead 
on Rocks and Sands to open View, People running 
to hide themſelves from Common Deſtruction, Hearts 
aking, Faces appal'd, Outcries and hideous Shrieks 
terrifying thoſe that were ſafe; and has not our Lord 
told us it will be ſo at his return © Let us Watch 
and Pray that we may be found of him in Peace. 


7. Learn the Neceſſity of EffeFual Grace for the re- 
wewing of the Mind and Heart : Bare ConyiQtions will 
not do, the ſight of unuſual Judgments will not do, 
the tearing of the Earth we tread on, the beholding_ 
of others haſtily ſuarch'd out of the World, the fear- 
ful ExpeQacions of ſudden Death, the viſible effects 
of Sin upon oihers, the laihes of our own Conſciences 
in time of Danger, will not effect fo great a Change, 
without the powerful concurrence of the Holy Ghoſt. 
Sprely here was ( morals Suafio) Periwaſive Argu- 
ment enough to prevail with the People of this: 
Iſland to hate Siz as long as they lived, which had 
been attended and purſued by ſuch direful effeCts ; 
{urely. one would have thought the rerror- of this 
quaking day would have left a perpetual impreſſton 
upon their Spirits, and have been a continual Goad 
tO incite *em to fear that God, who- by doing ſuch 
IVonders had demonſtrated himſelt Gloriows in Holineſs ; 
ſhould they not. now. have. examined their State and 
Relation to another World, and reſolyed: henceforth 
FE tQ- 


to live in conſtant thoughts of Death, and preparn- 
tion for future Judgment * On the contrary, we find 
*m in the time of great Danger, under- the power 
of an hardned Heart, and inflexible Obſtinacy. in Sin : 
No ſooner. were the apprehentions of common Ruine 
worn off their Spirits, bur all outragious Villanies dil: 
covered the fixt perverteneſs of their Hearts ; Imme- 
diately upon the Ceſſation of the Extremity, your Heart 
would abhorr ( as our Author ſays) to hear of the De- 
predations, Robbertes and Violences that were 1m an 'in- 
ſtant committed upon the place , Gold and Silver, Jew- 
els, Plate or Goods were all their own who would, or could 
lay hanas 0n-*'em, Deſperate. Sin and Madneſs ! Could. 
they not ſee the avenging Power of: God ? Would 
they not; con{ider the Operation of his hands ? Yea, 
ſince-theſe deplorable Dilaſters ; There. ( as our Au- 


thor complains ) rhe ſame Whoring and Drinking, the 


ſame Curſing and Swearing ,,.if nat worſe than formirly.. 
O aggravated: Impieties } ſo. that - the Reverend Au- 
thor fears that the Judgment of 'Sodow will be the 


next Puniſhment ; Or, perhaps God; may, no- more. 
puniſh them ſo openly, *but, let *em. periſh ſecurely 
in their Wickednels, as ſaying, Why ſhould ye be ftric- 


ken any more, ye will revolt more and. more: And are 


not other Countries lately terrified, as flagitious {till: 
as they were before their ſurprizizg Terrors ? Does: 
not Sin.ftill Domineer in. /za/y, where *tis ſaid, Many. 
Cities have been lately. overthrown ? Yea, does not. 
' the. Man of Sin Tyrannize there ? Has New: England 
ſhaken off its. wickedneſs, fince its ſelf was ſhaken ?. 
Does not Drunkennels and Sabbath-breaking abound; 


as much 1n lower: Germany as ever ? Has France re- 
pented of, or abſtained. from Pride, Cruelties, inhu+ 


mane Barbarities, and Rapines,. ſince their fearful: 
Erepidations.! Nay, has not our Londey; rog. forgot 
its: 
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it's Conſternation and Amazement ? Is not the ſame 


Curling and Swearing, the ſame Whoring and Drink- 


ing, the ſame prodigious Prophaneneſs, Contempt of 
God, his Authority, Power, Laws and Inſtitutions, the 


fame abounding Profligacy as formerly ? Is any part 


of England reclaimed, either for what it hath felt or 
heard? Ah ! finful Nation, a People laden with Iniqui- 
ty, 4 ſeed of evil doers, Children that are corrupters, ye 
have forſaken the Lord, ye have provoked the Holy One 
of Iſrael to anger, ye are 20ne away backward. 


8. Let's Obſerve how God in Wrath remembred Mey- 
cy : The Cup of Trembling put into their hands was 
not unmixt with ſome Favour and Compaſſion ; the 
Mercies of the Lord faild not, therefore they were 
not wholly Conſumed ; **was Mercy that this over- 
turning Earthquake happened in the Day, and not 
in the Night, when all the Inhabitants were chain'd 
with ſleep : Had it befallen them in the Night, how 
many Inhabitants had periſhed which now are ſafe ? 
in ſleep they might have gone down to the Chambers 
of Death, and ſo'ne're awak'd *till the Morning, when 
all the Dead ſhall ariſe ; they could not have ſo much 
Time and Warning to haſten from the gaping Earth 
and falling Houſes, and ſinking Streets, as now they 
had ; ſo that our Author ſays, That tho' ſuch Num- 
bers periſht at Port Royal, where they were thronged to- 


gether in an Iſtmus of Land, yet he can't hear of fifty 


Perſons, both Whites and Blacks, that periſpea through- 
out all the Iſland beſides. Yea, in the midſt of their 
Diſtreſs, when Dread and Confuſion ſeiz'd *em, when 
their famous Empory was ſunk or ſinking, when Arms, 
Ammunition, and their beſt outward Defence was 
gone, then did the Inhumane Freach make the fierceſt 
Attack upon them fince the War ; as if they had faid, 


We 
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We will purſue, We will overtake, We will divide the 
ſpoil, Our Luſt ſhall be ſatisfied upon them, We will draw 
the Sword, Our hand (hall deſtroy them, for God hath 
blown with his Wind, . the Sea bath covered them, they ſink 
as Yexd in the miahty Waters : But God was pleas'd 
to ſhew, that tho” theſe Americans fell into his Hands, 
yet they ſhould not fall into the Hands of their Ene- 
mies, for their Mercies are Cruelties. God would 
ſhew that he would admit no Competitors or humane 
Agents in the Inflicting of his Paniſhments ar this 
time ; what was done ihould be by his own Hand ; 
and therefore he ſcems Angry with the French, who 
would have made great Accefiions to their Sorrows. 
His Providence in this Caſe ſeems audibly to ſay to 
them, 1 am ſore diſpleaſed with you that are now at Bile 
for I was but a little angry, and ye would help forward 
the Aflidtion ; therefore God curb'd their Malice, re- 
ſtrain'd their Power, and gave the Famaicans a Sig- 
nal Victory over them, as the Hiſtory relates ; yea, 
fince their Miſeries they have had reaſonable good : 
Weather, the Planters continue 1mploy'd, Cottons and 
Indigs's, and other Commodities are providing for 
Sale, their Sugar-works little prejudiced, and what 
are damnified may be repaired before Crop-time ; ſo - 
that many Benefits remain, tho many are loſt ; their 
Magazeen of Powder. in Port-Royal preſerved, tho - 
three parts of the Town are ruin'd, a convenient and 
ſafe place yet remains for the building of a New Town - 
to the ſame Harbour ; ſo that God has not quite for- | 
o0tten to be Gracious to 'em, nor ſufter'd his, Merci-: 
fulneſs to fail. 


9. From the whole Story, let us Contemplate the Hap- 
pineſs of thofe e who Goamneay dcuneuTe maganaufed yen, recerve 
an unſhakable Kingdom, a Kingdom that cannot be moved : 
We. 
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We ſee the Uncertainty and Inſtabiliry of ſublunary 
things. Political Societies are not immutable ; the 
moſt extended Empires, moſt flouriſhing Monarchies, 
and beſt ſettled Ariſtocractes, States and Churches, 
dye and crumble into nothing ; Kings are ſet upSnd 
pull'd 'down, Governments raiſed or depreſſed at the 


beck of the Univerſal Sovereign ; at his Nod too Na- 
tures Works forſake their long eſtabliſhed Laws, break 


their ſettled Peace, ſtart from their wonted Courſe ; 


unknown Revolutions turn all things upſide down ; 


Ez quicquid gremio Lune complectitur orbis, 
Permutat, variatq; vices, trepidoq, tumulta 
Aftuat, & nunquamn ſentit pars ulla quietem, 
Sed rat 177 ſeſe, > ctivili vulnere ſemper 
Aut cadit, ant perimit, alioq; renaſcitur ore 
Rurſus ut intercat 


But happy. they who are Members of that ſtable So- 
ciety, againſt which the Gates of Hell ſhall not pre- 
vail, who are the true Subjects of that Kingdom 
which is ruled and defended by the King Eterngl, Im- 
mortal and Inviſible, and are related unto the Citi- 
Zens and Court of Heaven, 


—=— Nitidi eft {ublimis Regia cel! 
Imemnnis ſenij, & vultu immutabilis uno 
Perpetuum ſervat ſolida & ſincera Tenorem ; 


Where are no Commotions of the State, or Concuſh- 
ons of the Place ; no Diſorder 1n the Government, or 
ImperfeQions in the Subjects ; no ſuch Vicifſitude as 
that of Day and Night, for they have no need of the 
Sun, neither of the Moon to ſhine in it, for the Glory 
of God doth lighten it, and the Lamb is the Light 

LIN TID oy thereof ; 
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thereof ; and the Gates of it ſhall not be ſhut at all 
by Day, for there ſhall be no Night there ; of what 
{ort ſoever, and how long ſoever the Apocalyptick 
Retgn {hall be, which Divines ſo much tpeak of now 


a dayes, the faithful Servants of the Lord Jeſus ſhall 


have their Portion 1n it ; Or if only part of the-raiſ- 
ed Saints [hall poſſeſs it, the reſt ſhall not want ic, 
as being bleſſed in Heaven ; happy they who unwea- 
riedly ſeek that City above, whoſe builder and maker ts 
God ; who are 1nvelted with a Title to, and in ſome 
meaſure made meet for the Inheritance of the Saints in 
tioht ; who are come t0 Mount 2ton, ( whichno Earth- 
quake [hall reach ) and unto the City of the Living God, 
the heavenly Jeruſalem, and to an innumerable compa- 
ny of Angels, to the General Aſſembly and Church of the 
firſt born, which are written in Heaven, and to God the 
Judee of all, and to the Spirits of juſh men made per- 
fett, and. to Feſus the Mediator of the New Covenant, 


aud to the blood of ſprinkling, that ſpeaketh better things Heb: 12. 
22,23, 24 


than that of Abel. 


10. Hence let us be perſwaded to be entire Followers 
of the Lamb, who can ſecure as from the Troubles of the 
World, and from the Wrath to come, who gives us 
now ſome Demonſtrations of his Power and Diſplea- 
ſure, that we may be quicken'd to prepare for his ſe- 
cond Appearing : If we are his, we {hall be ſafe, tho? 
the crack'd World {hould fall to pieces : He reigns 
ſtill, and will reign 'till he hath trampled all his Ene- 
mies under his Feet : Tho he were dead, yet he's now 
alive, and lives for the ſafety of thoſe for whom he 
dyed, and has Redeemed out of every Nation, and 
People, and Language ; he now exhibits to the World 
ſome {mall dayes of Wrath, as Prologues to, and Prog- 


noſticks of that great day of Wrath, when the whole 
K 
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Rev.22.14 O IYfreadfall, O' Joyfull Day | But, Blefſed- are they: 
that do his Commandments, that they may have vigit to 
the Tree of Life, and may enter in thro the Gates into. 

the City.” 
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Globe ſhall flee in haſte from his Preſence, even the 


whole Terreſtrial Globe, of which we are now apr 
to ſay 


m—— Stat nHllo mobilis evo 
Terra, ſuper ſolide nitens fundamina molis 
Pollenti ftabilita manu 


Not only ſhall ſome parts of this lower World ſtart 
with the Fright of the Judge's Preſence, but the vaſt 


Ball ſhall be ready then (1t not now ) to veritie the 


Copernican Hypotheſis, and perhaps iÞal! then become 


+ the primum mobile ; but to be ſure, the Graves ſhall 
be opened, and the ArchangeFs Trumpet ſhall found 
to the utmoſt Corners of the Earth ; then the Tri- 
bunal ſhall be fixr, the Books of Records opened, the 
Criminals ſummon'd, but ſhall be found loth to leave. 


their Priſons, ſhall Wiſh for a more hideous Earth- 


. 
py 


Hills to, coyer 'em from the I Face and Sen- 
rence; but the Mountains ſhall skip like Rams, and 
the little Hills like young Sheep ;. then {hall theſe poor 


Mifcreants be Doom'd' to\Everlaſting Deſtruction, 
fromthe Prefence of the Judge and from the Glory: 
of his Power ; then ſhall thole that Love the Lord 
Jeſus in ſincerity, Jift up their Heads with' Joy, they 
ſhalt be openly- Acknowledged, Daniet' Crown'd, 


and'inftated in the Everlaſting Poſſeſſion of that! un- 
moveable Kingdom, which here they were entitled to, 
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quake than that of F,»aica to ſwallow them up quick; 
all call to the Mountains to fall on them, ard the. 
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